Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for an intermediary devicj to provide responses 
to discovery requests for services when a registry of services is unavailable, comprising: 

receiving, by the intermediary device, from a client a discovery request for a 
service; 

determining v ,\\ \ v x \ ^ t ■* the registiy is unavailable Jtse 

s s v . . \\ ^ »' ^ , 

JKiE ^ ve of whether the clie nt is communicatively coupled with the registry 

altering,, N . N N ^ the discovery request into a modified request 

appearing to originate from the intermediary; and 

if 1'B registry js de=errn Tied *g be ur=ay«; abk<, queuing ^ \ 
\L the modified discovery request for delivery to the registry when it becomes 
available. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
providing, b y [he inters dummy response to the 

request indicating the service is available. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the method further 
comprismges: 

forwarding^ I Lhe modified request to the registry when 

the registry is determined to be available; 

receiving by the i \ ,v in response, a reply from the registry for 

the forwarded discovery request; 

altering,, ce, the received reply into a modified reply 

appearing to originate from the intermediary; and 
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sending^ the modified reply to the client. 



4. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein the reply from the registry includes an 
identification of a service provider available to perform the requested service. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4, further comprising: 

receiving , ^ o o % \ o: o > de\ oe,. at least one service request from the client 
for utilizing the service; 

altering , o o v \o \ ce the service request into a modified service 
request appearing to originate from the intermediary; and 

forwarding, by the intermeo a > -v\ *.v the modified service request to the 
service provider available to perform the requested service. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 5, further comprising: 
starting, by the intermediary device, a timer measuring unavailability of the 

service provider; 

determining , by the ..intermedja^.deyice, the timer exceeds a threshold, and 
responsive thereto, replying to the client discovery request with an error. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 24-, wherein the dummy response 
indicating availability of the service identifies the intermediary as an available service 
provider for the service. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the discovery request comprises a 
UDDI discovery request. 

9. (Cancelled) 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 19, further comprising: 
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receiving^ Or, at least one successive request from the 

client for the service; 

if in the online client state, replying k to the client that 

the service is no longer provided. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein the client is configured to perform 
another discovery request for the service responsive to the reply if the service is no 
longer provided. 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

receiving, b y the intermediar y device, at least one successive request from the 
client identifying the service; and 

replying i , - o o ^ s o ^ to the client that the service is no longer 
provided, wherein the client is configured to repeat its discovery request for the service 
responsive to the reply the service is no longer provided. 

1 3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

receiving, by the intermediary device, a second service request from the client for 
the service; 

\. N v jedia v\ vO v determining whether the registry is 

unavailable; 

if available, replying byJl 5 lie edian device to the client that the service is 
no longer provided; and 

if-*+o* unavailable, altering, \ v " ^ the second service 
request into a second modified request appearing to originate from the intermediary, 
and queuing the second modified request for delivery to the service registry when it 
becomes available. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein at least the client and intermediary 
utilize an asynchronous communication protocol. 
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1 5. (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein the client performs an other task 
while waiting for a response to an asynchronous discovery request. 

16. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

iQhe JSaMClis detenninMJo^ rt ' ng ; bv tl e \ tejrmec arv 

a timer measuring unavailability of the registry; and 

determining, by the intermediary device, whether the timer exceeds a threshold, 
and responsive thereto, replying to the client discovery request with an error. 

1 7. (Original) The method of claim 16, wherein the error comprises an indicator that 
the timer exceeded the threshold. 

18. (Original) The method of claim 16, wherein the error comprises an indicator that 
no service provider is available to perform the requested service. 

19. (Currently Amended) A method for an intermediary w to provide responses 
to discovery requests for services when a registry of services is unavailable, comprising: 

receiving, b y ..iM jnterm^ from a client a discovery request for a 

service; 

determining , bv the intermediary device, whether the registry is unavailable , the 

\ , ' -\ : • 1 V 1 ; „ t State Of the Client 

ve .o;Lwhet;;ier. jt a-FKi 

? regis - unavailable, replying, by the intermediary 

*v\ to the client that a pseudo service provider is available to perform the requested 
service, altering the discovery request into a modified request appearing to originate 
from the intermediary, and queuing the modified discovery request for delivery to the 
registry when it becomes available; and 
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>v - -\- - de-queuing„ . •., the modified discovery 

request, and submitting the modified discovery request to the registry. 

20. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 9, further comprising: 

receiving v c ne< \ \\ vO a reply from the registry responsive to the 
modified discovery request, the reply identifying a service provider available to perform 
the requested service; 

receiving , bv the intermediary device, a service request from the client for 
utilizing the service; 

altering, by the intermediary device, the service request into a modified service 
request appearing to originate from the intermediary; and 

submitting, by the intermediary device, the modified service request to the 
service provider. 

21 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 20, further comprising: 
receiving , ,_by ..the .intermediary dey a response from the service provider; 
altering, by the intermediary device, the response into a modified response 

appearing to originate from the intermediary; and 

sending v Jevicc the modified response to the client. 

22. (Currently Amended) An article ol nunuuHk o comprising: 

a 1 a e k ; >^&fefe-slQrage medium;^ and 

. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ; v.top,rogram,an,i,nteimedia 

^ \ , i \ . oi i\ e i ic""it ea a ry de v ice ^aw?f-^s0Sjated-date 4@?~m 

receiveifj-§ from a client a discovery request for a service; 
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determin • the registry is unavailable c c g 

deteiaiini^ 



altering the discovery request into a modified request appearing to 
originate from the intermediary; and 

if the regis try is determined ; o be iintwaiiabie. queued the modified 
discovery request for delivery to the registry when it becomes available. 



23. (Currently Amended) The article of claim 22 wherein the., R^a#+ffte- 





^il^ffmftfprogramming instruction are further configured to: 

provid s * ^ o n e n e i a dummy response to the request indicating the service is 
available. 

24. (Currently Amended) The article of claim 22 wherein the . * . 

i ggi ed w ^^ute-iR^»-f^G^fl©--pef : ferf : niRg: 



forwards g the modified request to the registry <>'e < v v « ; - :■, <^ 

be available ; 

receive^ ] es onse a reply from the registry for the forwarded discovery 
request; 

alter - , the ceived reply into a modified reply appearing to originate from the 
intermediary; and 

sendlRf the modified reply to the client. 

25. (Currently Amended) The article of claim 24 wherein the reply from the registry 
includes an identification of a service provider available to perform the requested 
service, and v , 
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receive^ at least one service request from the client for utilizing the service; 

altering the service request into a modified service request appearing to originate 
from the intermediary; and 

forward-^ the modified service request to the service provider available to 
perform the requested service. 

26. (Currently Amended) An article o ^ a \, -^comprising: 

a ma€j=ffi e ^ G6e®s j ^e -- ;Storage : mediyro;a and 

fe^e&te4of-8epvi€es wh e n a r e gi s try of services is unavailabie^w&ef84f^^^ 
vH^-=e&ae4H i e6faitt&4n a machine perform inqa plurality of programs >; .■ ao ^ , 

o i the storage m edium, the p rogramming instructions configured to program an 
i s d - y device to, when executed by a processor of the intermed a \ c N 
receivejfif from a client a discovery request for a service; 
determine v a ie ie the registry is unavailable, r 0 :o N N N \ 
dete ung an online ciient state or offline client state of the client indsc it ■ y\ 
wh§tbm the d ient_Bj»nwro^ 



replyiR§ to the client that a pseudo service provider is available to perform the 
requested service, altering the discovery request into a modified request 
appearing to originate from the intermediary, and queued the modified 
discovery request for delivery to the registry when it becomes available; and 



^ ^ N . de-queu the modified discovery request, and 

submitting the modified discovery request to the registry. 
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27. (Currently Amended) The article of claim 26 wherein the 





receiving a reply from the registry responsive to the modified discovery request, 
the reply identifying a service provider available to perform the requested service; 

receiv - * a service request from the client for utilizing the service; 

altem§ the service request into a modified service request appearing to originate 
from the intermediary; and 

submittim} the modified service request to the service provider. 

28. (Currently Amended) The article of claim 27 wherein the~ffiadw5€ &e©essil 4® 



e further configured to: 
receivem§ a response from the service provider; 

altering the response into a modified response appearing to originate from the 
intermediary; and 

sending the modified response to the client. 

29. (Currently Amended) A client system comprising: 

locessors: 

a web service application program >|>e a ed bv one of the processors and 

configured to utilize a web-service subsystem to asynchronously send discovery 
requests for a service; and 

an intermediary yJi lg.^ 
configured to determine an offline state for the clientjsystern, and when offline, to 
intercept discovery requests sent by the eU&ftfc-web service application program and to 
reply to the ' ■ ^ ^ . o N ^ " ^ ; v N " with a dummy response to trick the 

client into believing it maintains an online state. 
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30. (Original) The client system of claim 29, wherein the intermediary is further 
configured to forward discovery requests to a registry when the client obtains an online 
state. 
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